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Notes, Short Comments, and Answers
to Correspondents.
HOW DISEASE IS SPREAD. 

A oasr of small-pox diagnosed in one of a number of tramps sleeping at
the East Grinstead workhouse on the night of Feb. 13th indicates the
great need which there is for the Local Government Board to issue an
order giving masters of workhouses power to detain and to vaccinate
tramps when, in the opinion of the medical officer, such a course
is desirable in the interests of public health. 16 casuals pre-
sented themselves for admission to the workhouse, but before their
request was granted they were examined by a medical man-
a course very wisely adopted by the board of guardians since the
prevalence of small-pox in other parts of the county. 15 passed the
medical officer, Mr. T. J. P. Hartigan, who, however, discovered
the sixteenth to be suffering from small-pox, and, furthermore,
he was of opinion that the disease must have been apparent for
at least four days. In the course of these four days the itinerant had
slept in the casual wards of two workhouses, and no doubt had
associated with many more of his own class, and another night he
passed in a stable or an outhouse. The necessary processes of dis-
infection were imm diately carried out and the patient was isolated
in a temporary small-pox hospital. But what of the other 15 casuals ?
The medical officer would have liked to have isolated and revae-
- cinated them. For the want of the necessary authority he could not
so act against their will; and, having performed the prescribed
task of work, the casuals were allowed to go, to wander where they
liked and probably to spread infection.
At a meeting of the Chichester Board of Guardians held on

Feb. 14th the Rev. W. A. Firth moved that all casual paupers should
until further notice be examined by a medical man before admission
to the workhouse. The clerk replied that this would be impracticable.
If such an examination can be held at East Grinstead we’see no

reason why a similar one should not be held at Chichester.

EGYPTIAN CIGARETTES.

MESSRS. W. J. BAMBRIDGE AND Co. of 37, St. Mary Axe, London, E.C.,
have submitted for our " inspection and analysis " a sample box of
Loulopoulo and Co.’s Egyptian cigarettes, which are stated to be made
from the finest Turkish tobacco and to be quite free from any artificial
flavouring. We found the tobacco to be of an excellent Dubec type
yielding on burning a pleasing aromatic odour free from pungency.
We could detect no flavour other than that of well-matured Dubec
leaf The pleasing characteristics of this tobacco would, in our
opinion, be better appreciated if the cigarette were made not so small.
It would be an advantage if the cigarette could be made twice or even
three times as thick so as to reduce to a minimum the amount of
paper wrapper in relation to the tobacco.

AN OPPORTUNITY.

To the Editors of THE LANCET.

SIRS,&mdash;Having too many hobbies I am disposing (at Stevens’s auction
rooms, King-street, Covent-garden) of a superb 10-inch 

" Apps-Newton 
induction-coil, which certainly has not had in all half-an-hour’s use (
and is perfect in every particular. It will give a spark up to llg or
12 inches. The cost net was (with cabinet) E40 2s. 6d. The instrument
can ve purchased on the understanding that Messrs. Newton, the

makers, will work the coil, if desired, and certify to its excellence. This

they will do. There may be some medical correspondent or hospital
on the look-out for such an instrument, which at anything below its
net cost would be a bargain. The coil might well be sold as absolutely
new. I am, Sirs, yours faithfully,

30, Linden-gardens, Bayswater, W. E. DOUGLAS FAwCETT.

INCENSE AS AN AID TO THE TREATMENT OF INFLUENZA.

To the Editors of THE LANCET.
SIRS,&mdash;I have had remarkable success by the burning of incense

(pulv. thus co.) freely in the rooms of my influenza patients ; it is

very useful in both recent and old-standing catarrhal cases-an anti-
septic used in the days of Solomon.

I am, Sirs, yours faithfully,
Hampstead, N.W. G. PORTER WORNUM.

WEIGHT CHARTS.
MR. H. D. KELF of St. Saviour’s Union Infirmary, East Dulwich-
grove, has devised an ingenious pattern of weight chart on which
a patient’s weight may be recorded and preserved in a form con-
venient for reference. Three charts make a set, the first being
arrauged for weights not exceeding three stones, increasing by
successive additions of half a pound ; the second is intended for

weights from three to nine ntones ; and the third for weights from
eight to 14 stones. The charts have horizontal rulings with the
weights printed on the left-hand margin and vertical rulings with
spaces for entering the date at the top. They are supplied by
Messrs. Maw, Son, and Sons, Aldersgate-street, London, E.C., and
are sold at 18s. per 1000, or in smaller quantities at a slightly
proportionate increase.

INDECENT ADVERTISEMENTS.

A CORRESPONDENT sends us the cover of Ill1tstrated Bits for the week

ending Feb. 22nd and invites our attention to certain of the advertise-
ments. We regret to see that advertisements are published in this
paper of Martin’s apiol and steel pills and of Dr. Davis’s Boon to
Womankind. Ineffective as these kind of abortifacients almost in-

variably are, they are sold to women as safeguards against pregnancy
and no newspaper should assist in the traffic. Other advertisements
of " any special article in rubber goods," of "medical and surgical

_ requisites," and of tablets providing " new life for weak men would
not, we feel sure, be accepted by an editor jealous for the good
reputation of his journal.

THE R. B. ANDERSON FUND.

MR. WALTER MONNINGTON writes :-The following is a further list of
subscriptions to date exclusive of those kindly collected and already
announced by Dr. Alfred Cox of Gateshead :-

THE GRADUAL DEVELOPMENT OF FAHRENHEIT’S;
THERMOMETRIC SCALE.

IN the February number of Knowledge Sir Samuel Wilks relates some
interesting particulars in the history of Fahrenheit’s thermometrie
scale, on which the freezing and boiling points are marked 320 and
212&deg; respectively. This scale in its original form was invented by Sir
Isaac Newton, whose paper on the subject is to be found in- the

"Philosophical Transactions" for 1701. Sir Samuel Wilks continues
his narrative as follows :

" His [i.e., Newton’s] lowest point was that of freezing, as his

highest was that of boiling, water. He chose for the starting point
on his scale the heat of the human body, and this he called by the
round number 12 ...... that is, he divided the space between the
freezing point and the temperature of the body into 12 parts......
A few years afterwards, when Fahrenheit was working at the sub-
ject of heat, he took Newton’s instruments for his experiments,
but, finding the scale not minute enough, he divided each degree
into two parts, and so made it measure 24 instead of 12. He also
did more, for finding he could obtain lower temperatures than
freezing, and notably that of ice and salt mixed together, he took
this for his starting point. It was from this point he began to
count 24 degrees up to body heat. This made, by his measure-
ments, 8 the point of freezing. Boiling point he made 53. It then
became zero, freezing 8, body heat 24, and boiling water 53.......
Later on, finding that he could measure increments of heat more
minutely, Fahrenheit divided each degree into four parts. It will
now be seen that if the numbers just mentioned are multiplied by
four we have the thermometer which is now in use. Beginning
with zero, freezing becomes 32, the body heat 96, and boiling point
212. This is the scale which Fahrenheit made and the reasons for
his doing so."

A PLEA FOR THE SEALED MILK-CAN.

To the Editors of THE LANCET.

SIRS,-In your annotation on the above subject in THE LANCET of
Feb. 8th, p. 391, you mention that it has been stated pretty freely in
court that the railway companies will not allow milk consignors to seal
or lock their cans. This statement shows to my mind that the persons
responsible for it either were hopelessly behind the times or had some
ulterior object in making it.
For upwards of 20 years this company has insisted upon all milk

churns consigned to them being sealed and not the slightest opposition
or objection has been raised to the practice by any of the railway
companies. Of such importance have we deemed this simple pre-
caution that no contract has been entered into for at least 20 years
which has not contained a clause imposing a penalty for the omission.
As a result we have never, among the millions of cans we have received
in the period, had a single case of tampering with the milk in transit.

I am, Sirs, yours faithfully,
M. HATTFRSLEY,

Managing Director of the Aylesbury Dairy
Bayswater, W., Feb. 8th, 1902. Company, Limited. 

.



566 NOTES, SHORT COMMENTS, AND ANSWERS TO CORRESPONDENTS.

A NEW SHAVING PASTE.

MR. EDMUND WHITE recently published in the St. Thomas’s H08pital
Gazette an outline of a proposerl scheme for applying aseptic
principles to the barber’s duties in the hospital. The scheme has

proved very satisfactory in practice, but a shaving brush capable of
sterilisation was wanted to make the scheme complete. In the

February number of the St. Thomas’s Hospital Gazette Mr. White
returns to the subject. He says : "A little consideration will show
that in shaving it is necessary to support the hairs, so that the razor
may cut through them transversely, and at the same time to moisten
or lubricate the surface of the skin so that the outer layers of the
epidermis may not be too freely removed....... Numerous trials were
necessary in order to arrive at satisfactory results ...... and, finally,
an emulsion of paraffin wax, melting at 55&deg;C., was adopted. This
was prepared with 25 per cent. of wax and 2 per cent. of

tragacanth, the wax ;being melted and mixed with the tragacanth
previously made into a mucilage with some of the water. The
addition of a little stearin or lard renders the emulsification of the
wax easier, for some reason which cannot readily be explained, while
about 10 per cent. of alcohol makes the preparation more agreeable to
use. The fatty odour of the preparation may be covered by the
addition of a half to 1 per cent. of lavender oil, and the finished pro-
duct then appears as a thick white cream. In use a small quantity
is rubbed over the area to be shaved and the razor immediately
applied. As the water in the emulsion evaporates, the particles of
wax previously distributed in the emulsion become coherent and fill
up the depressions in the surface of the skin from which the hairs
arise, thus forming a mechanical support during the passage of the
razor. The quantity required is very small, one ounce being sufficient
for shaving the face about six times."

STERCORACEOUS THERAPEUTICS.

THERE is an inexplicable tendency in the minds of many people -who
are reputed sane to repose more confidence in the prescriptions of
medicasters, no matter how illiterate-in fact, the more illiterate the
better-than they do in those of men who have made a sufficiently
deep study of medicine and the cognate sciences to be able to answer
the requirements of strict, and withal practical, examiners. Omne

ignotum pro magaifico ought certainly to be the motto of these

illogical champions of uninstructed ignorance who, strange
to say, are not themselves as a rule illiterate, but, on the con-
trary, often include in their ranks men of exceptional culture
and education. Strange, likewise, but equally true, it is that
the nostrums most in vogue amongst quack-salvers nearly always
contain substances which, to say the least of them, are nasty. The
more incongruous from an aesthetic, or, indeed, from a cleanly,
point of view the vaunted remedy is, the greater are its curative
virtues. It would really seem that if a budding charlatan can only
hit upon something sufficiently filthy he may look upon the success
of his panacea as assured. In a book entitled " Medicinal Experi-
ments : or a Collection of Choice and Safe Remedies," of which
the seventh edition was published in London by " W. Innys,
at the West End of St. Paul’s," in 1731, the author, according
to the title-page, being none other than " The Honourable R. Boyle,
Esq., late Fellow of the Royal Society," there are among its Five
Hundred Choice Receipts a a great many containing such incon-
ceivably loathsome ingrerlients that the wonder is how they could ever
have been thought of. Here are some textual specimens : Pigs-Dung;
Earth-VVorms; Paracelsus’s Zebethum Occidentale (viz., human
Dung); Millepides (in English by some called Wood-lice, byothers
Sows); the Patient’s own Urine, newly made; fresh Stone-horse
Dung; i’izzle of a Stagg; Highly Rectify’d Spirit of Man’s Urine;
Snail-shells ; the Warts that grow upon the hinder Legs of a (Stone)
Horse; Balls of fresh Horse-dung; House-Snails ; Grated Pizzle of a
Hart or Deer; Oil of Earth-Worms; Sole of an old shoe; Album
Graecum or Dogs-turd; Hens-dung, dry’d and mix’d with Sugar;
fresh Sheeps-dung; fresh Cow-dung; Pizzle of a Green Turtle (or
Tortoise); The Thigh-bone of a hang’d Person; The Powder (whether
made by filing, rasping, or otherwise) of the Sound Skull of a dead
Man ; fresh Dung of a Hog; Vipers reduc’d to fine Powder; Frogs-
spawn ; &c. It would serve no useful or edifying purpose to disturb
this ancient manure-heap if it were not that a tendency towards
what we may perhaps call stercoraceous therapeutics still exists.
In the Morning Post of Jan. 8th, 1902, the following passage will be
found under the heading, " Discovery and Invention ":-

" The methods of native medicine men’ are always matter for
ridicule, sometimes too freely bestowed,’among ourselves. A medical
paper gives an account of the remarkable healing of wounds among
the Kaffirs, and quotes the case of one of these having been shot, in
mistake for a belligerent, by a sentry. The Lee-Metford ball

passed between the ribs on his right side, went through the liver,
and came out on the left under the last false rib. His native

doctor, having first blown well into the wound through the hollow
horn of a cow, put on two plasters of cowdung. Unfortunately, in
the interests of science, though the man’s condition was good and
his temperature low on the fourth day. a regimental doctor saw the

. patient and substituted antiseptic bandages in place of the plasters,
with the result that, after a brief relapse of suppuration, the
patient mended. It is impossible, however, to assign the respective
shares in the cure to the plaster and bandage." 

,

The Honourable Robert Boyle, who has been styled the " father of
’*

mo(lern chemistry," was a firrn believer in the virtues of stercoraceous.
therapeutics, and it is evident from the views implied as well as.

expressed by him that, the writer in the Morning Post shares the
belief of his eminent predecessor. He thinks the interests of science.
have suffered because the wounded Kaffir’s cow-dung plasters were
ruthlessly torn from him. He is mistaken, but he errs in good’
medieval company.

A CURE FOR WARTS.

To the Editors of THE LANCET.
SIRS,&mdash;If " At My Wit’s End,"whose inquiry as to the above appeared

in THE LANCET of Feb. 8th, p. 420, will apply the following to his.

patient’s warts twice daily they will soon disappear:&mdash;]. Papain, 3ss. ;
acid. hydroch. fort., 3i. Care must be taken that the mixture is only
applied to the warts. I am, Sirs, yours faithfully,
Manchester-square, W., Feb. 8th, 1902. THOMAS DUTTON

To the Editors of THE LANCET.

I SIRS,&mdash;I have found the liq. hydr. nitratis acidus a useful escharotic.
I am, Sirs, yours faithfully,

I Feb. llth, 1902. J. G. CARRUTHERS.

ERRATUM.-In Dr. Castellani’s article " On Hsemolysins produced by
Certain Bacteria," published in THE LANCET of Feb. 15th, p. 440, the.
words within parentheses (bacillus typhi, bacillus coli, and

bacillus dysenteriae of Kruse) " in the first few lines of the text should
have appeared in the title and not in the text.

COMMUNICATioONs not noticed in our present issue will receive attention
in our next.

Medical Diary for the ensuing Week.
OPERATIONS.

METROPOLITAN HOSPITALS.

MONDAY (24th).-London (2 P.M.), St. Bartholomew’s (1.30 P.M. St.
Thomas’s (3.30 P.M.), St. George’s (2 P.M.), St. Mary’s (2.30 P.M.),
Middlesex (1.30 P.M.), Westminster (2 P.M.), Chelsea (2 P.M.),
Samaritan (Gynaecological, by Physicians, 2 P.M.), Soho-square
(2 P.M.), Royal Orthopaedic (2 P.M.), City Orthopaedic (4 P.M.),
Gt. Northern Central (2.30 P.M.) West London (2.30 P.M.), London
Throat (2 P.M.).

TUESDAY (25th).-London (2 P.M.). St. Bartholomew’s (1.30 P.M.). St.
Thomas’s (3.30 P.M.), Guy’s (1.30 P.M.), Middlesex (1.30 P.M.), West-
minster (2 P.M.), West London (2.30 P.M.), University College
(2 P.M.), St. George’s (1 P.M.), St. Mary’s (1 P.M.), St. Mark’s
(2.30 P.M.), Cancer (2 P.M.), Metropolitan (2.30 P.M.), London Throat
(2 P.M. and 6 P.M.), Royal Ear (3 P.M.), Samaritan (9.30 A.M. and
2.30 P.M.), Throat, Golden-square (9.30 A.M.).

WEDNESDAY ;(26th).&mdash;St. Bartholomew’s (1.30 P.M.), University College
(2 P.M.), Royal Free (2 P.M.), Middlesex (1.30 P.M.), Charing-cross’ 

(3 P.M.), St. Thomas’s (2 P.M.), London (2 P.M.), King’s College
(2 P.M.), St. George’s (Ophthalmic, 1 P.M.), St. Mary’s (2 P.M.),
National Orthopaedic (10 A.M.), St. Peter’s (2 P.M.), Samaritan
(9.30 A.M. and 2.30 P.M.), Gt. Ormond-street (9.30 A.M.), Gt. Northern
Central (2.30 P.M.), Westminster (2 P.M.), Metropolitan (2.30 P.M.),
London Throat (2 P.M.), Cancer (2 P.M.), Throat, Golden-square
.(9.30 A.M.).

THURSDAY (27th).-St. Bartholomew’s (1.30 P.M.), St. Thomas’s
(3.30 P.M.), University College (2 P.M.), Charing-cross (3 P.M.). St.
George’s (1 P.M.), London (2 P.M.), King’s College (2 P.M.), Middlesex
(1.30 P.M.), St. Mary’s (2.30 P.M.), Soho-square (2 P.M.), North-West
London (2 P.M.), Chelsea (2 P.M.), Gt. Northern Central (Gyaeco-
logical, 2.30 P.M.), Metropolitan (2.30 P.M.), London Throat (2 P.M.),
St. Mark’s (2 P.M.), Samaritan (9.30 A.M. and 2.30 P.M.), Throat,
Golden-square (9.30 A.M.).

FRIDAY (28th).-London (2 P.M.), St. Bartholomew’s (1.30 P.M.), St.
Thomas’s (3.30 P.M.), Guy’s (1.30 P.M.), Middlesex (1.30 P.M.), Charing-
cross (3 P.M.), St. George’s (1 P.M.), King’s College (2 P.M.), St. Mary’a
(2 P.M.), Ophthalmic (10 A.M.), Cancer (2 P.M.), Chelsea (2 P.M.), Gt.
Northern Central (2.30 P.M.). West London (2.30 P.M.), London
Throat (2 P.M. and 6 P.M.), Samaritan (9.30 A.M. and 2.30 P.M.),
Throat, Golden-square, (9.30 A.M.), City Orthopaedic (2.30 P.M.).

SATURDAY (1st).-Royal Free (9 A.M. and 2 P.M.), London (2 P.M.)
Middlesex (1.30 P.M.), St. ThomaR’s (2 P.M.), University College
(9.15 A.M.), Charing-cross (2 P.M.), St. George’s (1 P.M.), St. Mary’s
(10 P.M.), London Throat (2 P.M.), Throat, Golden-square (9.30 A.M.)

At the Royal Eye Hospital (2 P.M.), the Royal London Ophthalmic
(10 A.M.), the Royal Westminster Ophthalmic (1.30 P.M.), and the
.Central London Ophthalmic Hospitals operations are performed daily.

S O C I E T I E S.
MONDAY (24th).-MEDICAL SOCIETY OF LONDON (11, Chandos-street,

Cavendish-square, W.). - 8.30 P.M. Papers :&mdash;Dr. M. Skerritt’
Cardiac Pain.-Dr. H. D. Rolleston : Note on Hypostatic Albu-
minuria of Splenic Origin. Council Meeting Night.

ODONTOLOGICAL SOCIETY OF GREAT BRITAIN (20, Hanover-square,
W.).-7 P.M. Council. 8P.M. Communications ;-Mr. W. G. Nash:
Sarcoma of the S,,11 maxillary Gland proving rapidly Fatal.-Mr.
J. Bland-Sutton : Anomalous Tumour of the Antrum. Paper:-
Dr. H. Campbell : The Influence of Mastication on the Jaws and
Appendages.

TUESDAY (25th).-ROYAL MEDICAL AND CHIRURGICAL SOCIETY (20,
Hanover-square, W.).-8.30 P.M. Mr. C. Ballance and Dr. P.
Stewart : Clinical and Experimental Observations introducing a
Discussion on the Regeneration of Peripheral Nerves (with lantern,
epidiascope, and microscopical demonstrations).


